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BOX DAC 

Assistant Commissianer of Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sin 

nFKI ARATIOH OF 'flftgPH J- CRIBCO 

! Joseph J. Crisco hereby declares as follows: 

1. I am an associate professor at the Department of Orthopedics and the 
Division of Engineering at Rhode Island Hospital and Brown University. 

1 2. I am the research director of the National Operating Committee on Standards 

for Athletic Equipment (NOCSAE). 

3. AS a part of my role with NOCSAE, I am responsible for reviewing research 
and standards relating to the sport of lacrosse as well as other sports. I have 
approximately 21 years of experience in the lacrosse field. 

4. I have reviewed U.S. Pat No. 6,494.297 assigned to Shamrock Lacrosse, 
[no. and specifically Figures 2 and 5. 

5. It is my conclusion that Figure 2 dearly illustrates a lacrosse etk* in which 
the mouth portion is below the shank portion 62 and central access 68 of the head, thus 
creating a vertical offset This is clearly shown and would be immediately recognized by 
those Skilled in the art in the lacrosse industry. 
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HAVE QUESTIONS CONCERNING THIS NOTICE, YOU MAY CONTACT THE EMPLOYEE WHOSE 
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for Athletic Equipment (NOCSAE). 
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creating a vertical offset This is clearly shown and would be immediately recognized by 
those skilled in the art in the lacrosse industry. 
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